
Dear friends,

As another school year begins, 
we are reminded of a vital and 
diverse group the Diocese of Austin 
serves — the more than 200,000 
young men and women who attend 
colleges and universities within our 
diocesan boundaries.

Outreach to this student 
population, which is one of the 
largest in the country, is critical. 
Away from their parents for the 
first time, these young people 
choose how to live out their faith. 
Our campus centers use creative 
methods to engage them and build 
relationships and, as a result, often 
bring vocations to our church.

Since campus ministry cannot 
support itself like other ministries, 
resources are required at the 
diocesan level. As you will read 
in this newsletter, Encountering 
Christ will help meet various needs 
at our campus centers. Thank you 
for helping campus ministry come 
alive through your gift.

Yours in Christ,

Alison Tate 
Director, Office of Youth, Young 
Adult & Campus Ministry

Encountering

CHRIST “So we, though many, are one body in Christ.”  
~ Rom 12:5

Campus campaigns provide  
opportunities to learn and grow

Among the 58 parishes participating in Wave 1 of Encountering Christ are three 
campus ministries, which will rely on the generosity and enthusiasm of both stu-
dents and community members to meet their campaign goals. 

“Sometimes, talking about money can be challenging with students but we see it 
as a way to educate them about an important aspect of their stewardship and also 
help them be appreciative of how much people sacrifice so that they are provided 
for spiritually,” said Father Daniel Liu, director of St. Peter Catholic Student  
Center at Baylor University in Waco. 

A small resident community of less than a hundred families will help bolster the 
Encountering Christ campaign at the University Catholic Center of the University of 
Texas at Austin, which plans to use its share of campaign funds to improve its music 
ministry. “We count on the generosity of that non-student resident community, as 
we do all of the time, and trust they will see the importance of supporting the minis-
tries of the whole Diocese of Austin and also knowing that this is going to be a very 
significant benefit to campus ministry,” said Paulist Father Larry Rice, director.

Students will be asked for one-time gifts during the campaign’s general phase and 
will be able to donate via the Venmo app, which they use for offertory contribu-
tions, Father Rice said. 

Our Lady of Wisdom University Parish, which serves Texas State University in San 
Marcos, is the only one of these three campus ministries designated as a parish and 
plans to direct its Encountering Christ funds to facility needs, including a new sound 
system. “The campaign gives us an opportunity to build relationships with people 
within the community and to stretch those relationships to people who are not yet 
involved in the community who would like to be part of our mission, part of what 
we’re doing at Our Lady of Wisdom,” said Father Craig DeYoung, pastor. 

Although St. Peter Catholic Student Center will use campaign funds to beautify 
the center’s sanctuary as well as for its Fellowship of Catholic University Students 
(FOCUS) evangelization and outreach program, Father Liu is most heartened 
that a portion of the diocesan campaign will benefit campus ministry programs — 
“one of the most fruitful areas of ministry we have,” he said. 
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Encountering Christ supports our campus ministries
The Diocese of Austin is blessed to boast one of the 
country’s largest populations of Catholic college 
students. Tens of thousands of students across 14 
colleges and universities in our area are served 
by campus ministry, missions and six university 
Catholic centers. These programs are vital to the 
life of our diocese, and we must continue to enhance 
them as well as our engagement with students. 

Many of our campus ministry offices require building upgrades, expansions or 
improved signage and visibility, and Encountering Christ will complement the 
fundraising work of development teams already working to meet these needs. We 
will reserve $7 million from Encountering Christ for our current campus ministry 
programs, including supporting capital investments so campuses have spacious 
and visible facilities to welcome and minister to students. 

Providing a full spectrum of formation opportunities, from childhood through 
young adulthood, will ensure we are preparing and cultivating the next 
generation of disciples and leaders for our church.

Formation and catechesis continue after high school  
graduation, when our youth enter young adulthood.

When Craig and Elizabeth Hampton 
contemplated their gift to Encountering 
Christ, they turned to prayer.

“We wanted to give an amount that 
would be a sacrifice to us,” Elizabeth 
said. “So, we prayed that we would be 
able to find a way to keep providing 
for all of the things that you have 
to provide for when you’re raising a 
10-year-old and 6-year-old, and all of 
the other things in life.”

The Hamptons are members of the 
resident community at the University 
Catholic Center of the University of 
Texas at Austin. They were originally 
drawn to the campus ministry because 
of the religious education program for 
their daughters but stayed once they 
experienced the closeness of  
the community.

“There’s every generation within the 
University Catholic Center,” said 

Craig, noting that worshiping alongside 
students are faculty members and 
university employees, like Elizabeth, as 
well as alumni who raised their families 
there and are now grandparents. 
“It’s a really good experience for our 
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Craig and Elizabeth with their daughters, 
Corinne, 10, and Marielle, 6.

kids to be around this sort of multi-
generational community.”

The University Catholic Center’s 
campaign will support the center’s 
growing music ministry. “It’s 
rewarding knowing we’ve been 
blessed with opportunities to be able 
to give at this stage in our lives and 
that it’s going to  help students as well 
as our residents,” Craig explained.

Taking a cue from longtime 
members, Craig and Elizabeth 
accepted Paulist Father Larry Rice’s 
invitation to volunteer on the 
Campaign Executive Committee. 
The experience has drawn them even 
closer to the campus ministry.

“I’m getting to know my church 
community even better,” Elizabeth 
said. “And that actually makes for a 
more joyful and holy Mass experience.”

Photo by: Michelle Salinas


